
LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

 

MEETING DATE:  October 26, 2004 AGENDA ITEM NO.:  2 
 
CONSENT:  X REGULAR:   CLOSED SESSION:   
 (Confidential) 
ACTION:   X INFORMATION:   
 
ITEM TITLE:  Council Adoption of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt a resolution to implement the National Incident Management System (NIMS). 
 
 
 
SUMMARY:  The National Incident Management System (NIMS) has been developed by the federal 
Department of Homeland Security with the intent that NIMS be adopted and implemented by local, state, tribal, 
and federal agencies for the purpose of managing domestic disasters.  Adoption and implementation of the 
NIMS by localities is mandatory in order for those localities to continue to receive federal preparedness funding 
after fiscal (FY) 05.  Although the Fire Department has considerable experience with incident command 
systems, full implementation of the NIMS will require further training of and coordination with other City 
departments such as the Police Department and Public Works.  Implementation of NIMS city-wide will be one 
of the responsibilities of the new Emergency Services Coordinator position.   
 
 
PRIOR ACTION(S):  None 
  
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   Failure to adopt/implement the NIMS in fiscal (FY) 05 will result in the locality becoming 
ineligible for federal preparedness funding beginning in fiscal (FY) 06. 
 
 
 
CONTACT(S):  Deputy Chief R. Les Puckett 
    Fire Chief C.V. ‘Buddy’ Martinette 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): Department of Homeland Security letter to Governors 
                                    NIMS fact sheet 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:  lkp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RESOLUTION 

 
 
WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States has authorized the creation of a Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) to oversee, manage, and coordinate mitigation, planning, response, and recovery efforts 
resulting from domestic incidents; 
 
WHEREAS, in the Homeland Security Presidential Directive (HSPD)-5, Management of Domestic Incidents, 
the Director of the Department of Homeland Security was directed to develop and administer the National 
Incident Management System (NIMS) in order to provide a consistent nationwide approach for Federal, State, 
territorial, tribal, and local governments to work effectively and efficiently together to prepare for, prevent, 
respond to, and recover from domestic incidents, regardless of cause, size, or complexity.  
 
WHEREAS, on March 1, 2004, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) issued the NIMS to provide a 
comprehensive national approach to incident management, applicable at all jurisdictional levels and across 
functional disciplines; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Lynchburg hereby adopts the 
National Incident Management System (NIMS) to be used by city divisions for the purpose of managing 
emergency incidents and potential emergency incidents of all sizes, to include, but not limited to, natural, 
technological, and man-made disasters. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Lynchburg endorses implementation of the 
National Incident Management System (NIMS) to begin as immediately as is practical and that it is 
incorporated into institutionalized employee training and exercises as deemed appropriate by City 
Administration. 
 
Introduced: Adopted: 
 
Certified: ____________________________ 

Clerk of Council 
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